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EVENT A FAMOUS FRAUD

OF..... Simonides, the Forger of
Ancient Writings- -

iS TT TT TT" W JZVT A
Successfully Duped Many Libra-rie- s.ml Discovered at Royal

Berlin Academy.

In the October number of Cosmopolis.
Prof. Max Muller tells in a most in-

teresting way, of some of the frauds of
Simonides, the famous forger of Greek
manuscripts. At one time or another
many of the great libraries of Conti-
nental Europe have been duped by this
clever man who manufactured "ancient
writings" so successfully that even ex-

perts were often unable to detect flaws
in them.

When Simonides put in his appear
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GqmmI Blood, commander of the British army on the Afghan frontier, it famil-

iar with the character of the bellicose Afghan with whom he has to deal He took
part in the Afghan war of 1879-1SS-0, and was awarded a gold medal for his sernoea.
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Promises to Far Exceed Our Most
.Sanguine Expectations.

We are introducing Fresh Novelties every day. The People appreciate our efforts
in the most ample manner, buying large parcels of Serviceable Goods.
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IF Not Useful.
Our Prices Defy

ance at Oxford, Rey. Rev. H. O. Coxe,
librarian of the Bodleian Library, had
already been warned of the character
of his "treasures." Professof Muller
tells of his failure at Oxford as fol
lows:

"Simonides so called, not because he
was a descendant of the poet Simonides
but (with a long i) becaase his ances
tor was one Simon, a Jew addressed
the librarian half in ancient Greek, half
in modern English: He knew both
equally well. His manners were most
engaging. The librarian was equally
polite, and began to examine some of
the Greek MSS. 'These are of small
value,' Simonides said, 'they are mo
dern. What century would you assign
to them?' The librarian assigned the
thirteenth century to them, and Simon
ides fully agreed. He then went on
producing MS. after MS., but claiming
for none of them more than the tenth
or ninth century. All went on most
amicably, until he produced some frag
ments of an uncial Greek MS. The
librarian opened his eyes wide, and, ex-

amining them very carefully, put some
of them aside for further consideration.
Becoming more and more confident,
Simonides at last produced a real treas
ure. 'This,' he said, 'ought to repose
nowhere but in the Bodleian Library.
And what century would you assign to
it, Mr. Librarian?' Simonides said
with a smile and a respectful bow. Mr.
Coxe turned over a few pages, and,
looking very grave, tho never quite
without his usual twinkle, The second
half of the nineteenth century, sir,' he
said, 'and now pack up your MSS, and
Apage (Begone).'

"Simondies did as he was told, and,
with an injured expression, walked
away. Next day he wrote a Greek let-

ter to the librarian, bitterly complain
ing about the Apage, and offering some
more MSS. for his inspection. But all
was in vain; too much had been dis
covered about him In the meantime.

"He was certainly a most extraord
inary man a scholar who, if he had ap
plied his ingenuity to editing instead of
forging Greek MSS., might have held a
very high position. His greatest ac
hievement was, of course, the newly
discovered Greek text of the history of
ancient Egypt by Uranios. The man
possessed a large quantity of later
Greek MSS. It seems that in the East
ern monasteries, where he sold, be also
acquired some Greek MSS., by what
means we must not ask. He tried sev
eral of these MSS. with chemicals to
see whether, as was the fashion during
the Middle Ages, the parchment on
which they were written had been used
before, and the old writing scraped off
in order to get writing material for
some legends . of Christian saints or
other modern compositions. When that
has been the case, chemical appliances
bring out the old writing very clearly,
and he knew that in this way some
very old and valuable Greek texts had
been recovered. In that case the old
writing comes out generally in a dark
blue, and becomes quite legible as un
denying the modern Greek text As
Simonides was not lucky enough to dis
cover or recover an ancient Greek text,
or what is called a palimpsest MS., the
thought struck him that he might man
ufacture such a treasure, which would
have sold at a very high price. But
even this did not satisfy his ambition.
He might have taken the text of the
Gospels and written it between the
lines of one of his modern Greek MSS.,
adding some startling readings. In that
case detection would have seemed
much more difficult But he soared
higher. He knew that a man of the
name of Uranios had written a history
of Egypt, which was lost. Simonides
made up his mind to write himself in
ancient Greek a history of Egypt such
as he thought Uranios might have writ-
ten. And, deep and clever as he was
he chose Bunsen's 'Egypt' and Lepsiu's
'Chronology' as the authorities which
he faithfully followed. After he had
finished his Greek text he wrote it in
dark blue ink and in ancient uncial
Greek letters between the letters of a
Greek MS. of about 1200 A. D. Any-
body who knows the smallness of the
letters in such a MS. can appreciate
the enormous labor it must have been
to insert as it were, beneath and be-

tween these minute lines of each letter
the supposed earlier writings of Uran- -

ios, so that the blue ink should never
encroach on the small but true Greek
letters. One single mistake would nave
been fatal, and such is the knowledge
which antiquaries now possess of the
exact changes of Greek letters in every
century that here, too, one single mis
take in the outline of the old uncial let
ters would have betrayed the forger.

"When Simonides had finished his
masterpiece, he boldly offered it to the
highest tribunal, the Royal Berlin Aca
demy. The best chemists of the time
examined it microscopically, and could
find no flaw. Lepsius, the great Egyp
tologist, went through the, whole text,
and declared that the book could not be
a forgery, because no one except Uran-

ios could have known the names of the
ancient Egyptian kings and the right
dates of the various dynasties, which
were exactly such as he had settled
them in his books. The thought that
Simonides might have consulted these
very books never entered anybody's
mind. Great was the excitement in the
camp of the Egyptologists, and, tho the
price demanded by Simonides was
shamefully extravagant, Bunsen per-

suaded the then King of Prussia, Fred-
erick William IV., to pay it and to se-

cure the treasure for Berlin. Dindorf,
the famous Greek scholar, had been en-

trusted by Simonides with the editing
of the text, and he had chosen the
Clarendon Press at Oxford to publish
the first specimen of it In the mean
time unfavorable reports of Simonides
reached the German newspapers, and
during a new examination of the MS.
some irregularities were discovered by
a very strong microscope where the
blue ink had run across the letters of
the modern Greek text No doubt
could them remain that the whole MS.
was a forgery."

FAMOUS KHYBER PASS.

Northwestern Gateway to British
India,

Khyber Pass, says the London Daily
News, the northwestern gateway of
British India, and one of the four chief
passes which unite our possessions
with Afghanistan, is the narrow, wind-
ing defile, wending between cliffs of
shale and limestone rock 600 to 1,000
feet high, which runs through the Khy-
ber Range, the northernmost spurs of
the Safed Koh Mountains, between
Peshawar and Jellalabad. Its highest
point is 3,400 feet above the sea on
the ridge connecting the Khyber with
the Safed Koh Range, and forming the
water-she- d of two small streams, the
one flowing northwest to Jellalabad
and the Kabul River, the other south-southea- st

toward Jamrwo, the last
British outpost 10 miles from Pesha-
war. The pass lies along the beds ot
these torrents, and, especially in July
and August is subject to sudden floods.
The gradient is generally easy, except
at the Land Kbana Pass, but it is cov-
ered with loose stones, which become
laiger as the head of the stream is
reached. To the north of the defile
lies the Khyber Range, to the south
the Bara Spur of the Safed Koh di-
vides it from the Bara Valley, the river
of Peshawar. The mountains which
shut it in vary in height from 6,000 to
7,000 feet Here and there on the vast
promontories of rock which run out
into the defile rise Buddhist Dagobas,
monuments of the time a century after
Alexander the Great, when the "great
doctrine" of Sakya Muni reigned
throughout Northern India. Here and
there "written stones" bearing Graeco-Bactrio- m

inscriptions are to be seen in
the mountains, while dolmens of un-

known origin disposed in rings re-
sembling the stone circles of Stone-hen- ge

rise at the entrance of tributary
gorges.

One of the best authorities on Irish
flowering plants, recently obtained
numerous specimens from various
parts of Ireland of what was reputed
to be the "real shamrock." These were
carefully grown to the flowering stage,
so as to admit of their being accurately
determined. Of 33 plants, 19 proved
to be Trifolium ripens ( white clover),
12 Trifolium minus (a small yellow clo-
ver) 2 Trifolium protense (red clover),
and 2 Medicago lupllina (another
yellow clover).

J. M. Webb
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GOLDEN RULE BAZAAR

Will have his holiday opening

ON TUESDAY, NOV. 2$RD,
To which the public is cordially in-
vited.

His holiday display will be ceoond
to none. Books, Booklets, Christmas
Cards, Calendars, Solid Silver, llanl-cur-e

and Toilet Articles, Leather Goods,
and for the little folks

THE MOST MAGNIFICENT DIS-
PLAY OF DOLLS EVER SEEN

IN THE ISLANDS. ..

Toys for the children from 5 cents
to 10.

Call Tuesday and take a look
through.

CHESNEV EWINGII

Of San Franciscohas areputation
superior to any competitor on
the Pacific Coast for high class
work in Water Color and Cray-
on Portraits.

Mr. Swing makes specialties of Free-
hand Crayons, Porcelain Coloring, Por-
traits on Celluloid in Miniature for
Brooches, Lockets, Etc., and since his
arrival in Honolulu has produced many
excellent specimens of his Art, which
are now on exhibition at

Uilliams' Photographic Parlors.

PORT STREET.

M. R. COUNTER,

Practical Watchmaker, Jeueler

and Optician,

Begs to state to the cltixcas ct Hc3
lulu and the Islands that he la prepared
to manufacture any article In the Jew-
elry and Medal line, fit Spectacles to all
tights, repair fine and complicated
Watches; also, ordinary Watches,
Clocks and Jewelry.

Prices as low as the lowest cciirt-n- t
with good workmanship and Qual-

ity of material. All work guaranteed
to give satisfaction and done promptly
en time.

Mail orders solicited. P. O. Box, 37.
$07 FORT ST. : HONOLULU, H. L
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PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAITS.

GET THEM IN TIME for Christmas!
Do not leave it until the last moment; take
time and have first-cla- ss work. See that
your portrait has the modeling and char-
acter that shows an intelligent face, and
not retouched out of recognition.

Appointments made by Telephone 492.
Sole proprietors of the Bas-Reli- ef and
Iridium processes. Large collection of re
csnt Island Views.

Specimens can be seen on the ground
floor, mott-smit- h Building,

COR. FORT & HOTEL STS.

Piosroic
comoflD

Ltd.

BICYCLES

FOR RENT !

All Descriptions of Repair
Work Executed by a Practi-
cal Machinist, a :

J. T. LUND,
Opp. Club Stables. Fort Street.

Telephone 39&

The Millinery
Department

Our stock is the Largest and
Competition.

11111111111

Ailc 99 has
to the user.

Is under the management of Miss Wilcox, a competent and careful trimmer.
Trimmed Hats a Specialty. We continue to sell

Most Varied in the country

both Chain and Lock-Stitc- h,
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MACHINES.
The "Whoolor

which is a source of pleasure

D)
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Queen St.
The People's Provider,


